SAMPLE PACK A — Weekly Pub Trivia
A complete six-round general-knowledge set with a Final. Read as written.
HOST NOTE: Each of Rounds 1–5 ends with a four-song audio clue that points at that round's fifth answer — cue those tracks from the accompanying playlist.
ROUND ONE: How the French Do It
We open on the 14th of July — France's national holiday, their version of the Fourth, marking the day in 1789 when an angry mob kicked off one of the most dramatic revolutions in human history.
1.  Written in 1792 and now France's national anthem, what rousing battle hymn takes its name from the southern port city whose volunteers sang it while marching on Paris?
a.  La Marseillaise
2.  Before it was stormed by a Parisian mob in 1789 and launched the French Revolution, the Bastille was primarily used as what?
a.  A Prison
3.  Which French military hero — who became one of George Washington's closest allies — helped secure French support for American independence and now has his name on more American streets and cities than almost any other foreign-born figure in history?
a.  Lafayette
4.  Often misquoted as saying "Let them eat cake," which Austrian-born queen was executed during the Reign of Terror — a fate that probably would have horrified the real woman who said it?
a.  Marie Antoinette
5.  Named after the French doctor who proposed it as a more humane method of execution, which device became the defining symbol of the Reign of Terror that followed the Revolution?
a.  Guillotine
SONG: "Heads Will Roll" (Yeah Yeah Yeahs), "Head Like a Hole" (Nine Inch Nails), "Head Over Heels" (Tears for Fears), "Headstrong" (Trapt) — all clue HEAD → Guillotine.
ROUND TWO: Corporate Colors
Every answer is a brand defined by one signature color. Name the company.
1.  Wrapping its original flavor in a bright red label, what stackable potato-crisp brand promises "Once you pop, you can't stop"?
a.  Pringles
2.  Flaunting a custom shade of robin's-egg blue on every one of its luxury jewelry gift boxes, what New York retailer trademarked the color in 1998?
a.  Tiffany & Co.
3.  UPS officially named its signature shade of brown after what kind of luxury railroad car, a plush fixture of early-1900s travel?
a.  Pullman
4.  Branding its entire national cellular network in a stark neon magenta, what major mobile carrier merged with Sprint in 2020?
a.  T-Mobile
5.  Recognizable by the bright orange aprons its workers wear, what big-box chain was co-founded in 1978 by Bernie Marcus and Arthur Blank — the latter now owner of the Atlanta Falcons?
a.  The Home Depot
SONG: "Home Sweet Home" (Mötley Crüe), "Home" (Phillip Phillips), "Our House" (Madness), "Take Me Home, Country Roads" (John Denver) — all clue HOME → Home Depot.
ROUND THREE: Alter Egos
Every answer is the real birth name of a famous performer — or the stage name they swapped it for.
1.  Born Belcalis Marlenis Almánzar in the Bronx, which rapper — the first solo female artist to win a Grammy for Best Rap Album — goes by a stage name derived from a popular brand of rum?
a.  Cardi B
2.  Born Reginald Kenneth Dwight, which rock icon has sold an estimated 300 million records under a flashier name he borrowed from two of his bandmates?
a.  Elton John
3.  Born Aubrey Graham in Toronto and a former child star on the teen soap Degrassi, what rapper performs under his own middle name?
a.  Drake
4.  Born Farrokh Bulsara to Parsi parents and raised partly in Zanzibar, what rock legend reinvented himself with a stage surname borrowed from the winged Roman messenger god?
a.  Freddie Mercury
5.  His black-and-yellow striped sweater reminded bandmates of a bee, earning Gordon Sumner what one-word stage name he's gone by ever since?
a.  Sting
SONG: "Honey Bee" (Blake Shelton), "Tupelo Honey" (Van Morrison), "Love Hurts" (Nazareth), "Hurts So Good" (John Mellencamp) — honey, bees, and hurt → a nasty STING → Sting.
ROUND FOUR: Wonders of the World
From ancient marvels to natural showstoppers — but read closely, because the famous landmark is usually just the setup, not the answer.
1.  So vast it's visible from space, the Great Barrier Reef lies off the coast of what northeastern Australian state?
a.  Queensland
2.  Perched on a high Andean ridge and hidden from the outside world until 1911, the abandoned royal city of Machu Picchu was built around 1450 by what South American empire?
a.  The Inca
3.  Carved into a Jordanian canyon wall and used as a backdrop in Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, what ancient "Rose City" is famed for its rock-cut façades?
a.  Petra
4.  Soaring over 29,000 feet, Mount Everest is the crown jewel of what vast Asian mountain range?
a.  The Himalayas
5.  Plunging nearly 3,200 feet off a remote Venezuelan tabletop mountain and named for a 1930s American bush pilot, what is the tallest waterfall on Earth?
a.  Angel Falls
SONG: "Cry Me a River" (Justin Timberlake), "Smoke on the Water" (Deep Purple), "Bridge Over Troubled Water" (Simon & Garfunkel), "Proud Mary" (Creedence Clearwater Revival) — all clue WATER → a record waterfall → Angel Falls.
ROUND FIVE: The Missing Ingredient
I'll give you most of what goes into something. Name the one piece that's missing.
1.  Beyond garlic, lemon, egg yolk, and Parmesan, what briny little fish gives a classic Caesar dressing its savory punch?
a.  Anchovies
2.  The "holy trinity" that starts most Cajun and Creole cooking is onion, celery, and what?
a.  Bell Pepper
3.  The five French "mother sauces" are béchamel, velouté, espagnole, hollandaise, and one named for what common garden fruit?
a.  Tomato
4.  A traditional mojito muddles white rum, lime, sugar, soda water, and what fragrant herb?
a.  Mint
5.  Brazil's national cocktail, the caipirinha, mixes the sugarcane spirit cachaça, fresh lime, and a heap of what?
a.  Sugar  caipirinha (kai-pee-REEN-yah); cachaça (kah-SHAH-sah)
SONG: "Sweet Caroline" (Neil Diamond), "Sweet Child o' Mine" (Guns N' Roses), "Sweet Home Alabama" (Lynyrd Skynyrd), "Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This)" (Eurythmics) — all clue SWEET → Sugar.
ROUND SIX: Who Let the Dogs Out?
These all come from the world of pop culture's most famous dogs — but read carefully, because the answer isn't always the pup itself.
1.  Painted in groovy psychedelic flowers, what flower-power van has carried Scooby-Doo and the gang to every haunted house and abandoned carnival since 1969?
a.  The Mystery Machine
2.  Transformed from a gentle family pet into a rabid, car-stalking killer, what St. Bernard is the title monster of Stephen King's 1981 horror novel?
a.  Cujo
3.  From atop his doghouse, the Peanuts beagle Snoopy imagines himself a WWI flying ace locked in an endless dogfight with what real-life German pilot, history's most famous flying ace?
a.  The Red Baron (Manfred von Richthofen)
4.  In the 2009 tearjerker Hachi: A Dog's Tale, what silver-haired actor — a famously devout Buddhist and friend of the Dalai Lama — played the professor whose loyal Akita keeps waiting at the train station long after his death?
a.  Richard Gere
5.  Born a female Cairn Terrier named Terry — reportedly paid more each week than some of her human co-stars — what basket-riding pup is far better known by the character name she played in a 1939 musical fantasy?
a.  Toto
SONG: "She's a Rainbow" (The Rolling Stones), "Rainbow in the Dark" (Dio), "Ruby" (Kaiser Chiefs), "Ruby, Don't Take Your Love to Town" (Kenny Rogers) — rainbows and ruby slippers → The Wizard of Oz → Toto.
THE FINAL ROUND
One harder question from each round — six points each — then a tie-breaker if you need it.
1.  (R1: How the French Do It) Hanging in the Louvre and depicting a woman in a red cap leading armed citizens over fallen bodies while holding a tricolor flag, which 1830 painting by Eugène Delacroix has become one of the most iconic images in political art?
a.  Liberty Leading the People
2.  (R2: Corporate Colors) Holding the first-ever U.S. trademark on a single color — pink — and licensing the Pink Panther as its mascot, what fiberglass-insulation company built its whole brand around the hue?
a.  Owens Corning
3.  (R3: Alter Egos) Known for theatrical, horror-inspired stage shows with fake executions and live snakes, which shock rocker — born Vincent Damon Furnier in Detroit — goes by the same name as a sweet grandmother?
a.  Alice Cooper
4.  (R4: Wonders of the World) The Great Pyramid of Giza was built around 2560 BC as a tomb for what Fourth-Dynasty pharaoh, known to the Greeks as Cheops?
a.  Khufu
5.  (R5: The Missing Ingredient) An Old Fashioned: bourbon, a sugar cube, an orange twist, and a few dashes of what?
a.  Bitters
6.  (R6: Who Let the Dogs Out?) Rescued from a WWI battlefield, what German Shepherd became a 1920s Hollywood superstar credited with keeping Warner Bros. afloat?
a.  Rin Tin Tin
7.  (TIE-BREAKER — not scored; closest guess wins) When the revolutionary mob stormed the Bastille in July 1789, how many prisoners were actually being held inside?
a.  7
Enlarged Final Answers for Grading:
1.  Liberty Leading the People
2.  Owens Corning
3.  Alice Cooper
4.  Khufu
5.  Bitters
6.  Rin Tin Tin
7.  Tie-Breaker — 7 prisoners
